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Lives changed.

Bishop Tafoya speaks
on San Luis Raids

>

WASHINGTON (CNS) — A White
House proposal for immigration reform
is “a step in the wrong direction,” though
a House bill comes closer to offering
what’s needed, said the chairman of the
U.S. bishops’ migration committee in a
letter to Congress.

Meanwhile, the chairwoman of the
House immigration subcommittee told a
conference on immigration law and policy
she hopes that before the August recess
a bill will come out of Congress that takes
a comprehensive approach, including giv-
ing college students a chance to legalize
their status, dealing with enforcement,
temporary workers and legalization.

In a letter to Congress released April
23, Bishop Gerald R. Barnes of San
Bernardino, Calif., reiterated the bishops’
support for legislation that includes what
he called a viable path to permanent resi-
dency for people in the country illegally,
a visiting worker program, a plan to ad-
dress backlogs in family reunification
immigration, restoration of due process
rights and policies that address the root
causes of migration.

Bishop Barnes said H.R. 1645, the
Security Through Regularized Immi-
gration and a Vibrant Economy Act,
or STRIVE Act, so far comes closest to
a just and humane reform bill. He raised
concerns about some provisions, such as
passport fraud sections would place bona
fide refugees at risk and penalties for people
who harbor and smuggle immigrants.

“Although the section would exempt
religious organizations from some of its
penalties, it would place other groups and
individuals, including labor unions, at risk
of prosecution for providing basic needs
assistance to undocumented immigrants,”
he said in his letter.

A separate proposal floated by the
White House, which has not been for-
mally released, raises serious concerns.

“As we understand it, the
administration’s proposal would effectively

Catholic immigration advocates head to Hill to push for reform
leave any immigrants seeking to legalize
their status in a permanent underclass
and would encourage family breakdown
in immigrant communities,” he wrote.

Bishop Barnes said this proposal
would cut the number of visas for family
reunification “and impose fines and wait
times for legalization that are far beyond
what most immigrants could bear.”

Rep. Zoe Lofgren, D-Calif., who
chairs the Judiciary Subcommittee on
Immigration, Citizenship, Refugees, Bor-
der Security and International Law, said
her staff calculated that under an admin-
istration proposal for what it calls “Z”
visas, it would cost a family of five
$64,000 to apply for legalization.

“This is not a practical policy,” Lofgren
said. “Janitors don’t have $64,000 for fees.”

“Legalization has to be realistic or it
won’t work,” she said at an April 24 im-
migration law and policy conference
sponsored by the Migration Policy Insti-
tute, Georgetown University Law Cen-
ter and the Catholic Legal Immigration
Network Inc., known as CLINIC.

Bishop Barnes’ letter explained that
under the “Z” visa plan, people applying
to legalize their status would have to pay
$3,500 every three years to renew their
visas and another $10,000 once they be-
come eligible for permanent residency.
It would be a multiyear process to be-
come eligible for permanent residency.

He said such high costs would dis-
courage immigrants from applying, mak-
ing them vulnerable to exploitation and
relegating them to “a permanent underclass
of residents without full rights.”

He also took issue with the adminis-
tration proposal to shift from the current
family-based immigration system to one
based on employment. It would eliminate
or limit four categories of preferences
for adult children, siblings and parents of
U.S. citizens and some children of per-
manent residents.

Lofgren said she wants the bill that

comes out of her committee to avoid mis-
takes made in major immigration legisla-
tion of 1986 and 1996, by protecting the
wages of U.S. citizen workers and en-
suring that immigrants are not exploited.

She also said she would insist that it
include the DREAM Act, the Develop-
ment, Relief and Education of Alien Mi-
nors Act, which would allow college-age
illegal immigrants who were brought to
the United States as children to legalize
their status and attend state schools at
in-state tuition rates.

Current laws that bar immigrants
from entering the country legally for up
to 10 years if they are caught trying to
come in illegally also need to be changed.

Historically, 80 percent of immigrants
are “circular,” meaning they come to this
country to work for a while, but return
home. But the bar on legal entry discour-
ages that pattern, effectively driving ille-
gal immigrants and their families to hide
from authorities, she said.

“This is so harsh in comparison to the
offense, that it undercuts the rule of law,”
she said. “We need punishments that fit
the administrative violation.” Most viola-
tions of immigration law are technically
civil offenses, not crimes.

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid,
D-Nev., has said the Senate will take up
immigration the last two weeks of May.
There is not a specific bill on which law-
makers in the Senate are focused.

Lofgren said she expects some parts
of the STRIVE Act will be useful as her
committee marks up a bill, but that first
the Senate has to come up with some-
thing that can pass on that side of the
Capitol. At a minimum, she said there’s
wide recognition in both houses, the White
House and in both parties that the current
state of immigration has to change.

While the discussion about how to fix
things is heated, she said, there’s nobody,
“not the screamers or mumblers, who thinks
the current situation is a good one.”

PUEBLO - In Monte Vista, special
agents from ICE on April 17, arrested 19
undocumented workers on administrative
immigration charges at “Worley &
McCullough Inc,’ a potato farm and pro-
cessing plant.  In all cases, the undocu-
mented were fingerprinted and processed
for removal from the United Suites.

In my last statement regarding the
immigration raid in Greeley, Colorado, 1
stated that “Catholic teaching upholds the
dignity of every human person. There-
fore our teaching on immigration policy
should be aimed at the protection of the
human rights and dignity of immigrants
and their families, both documented and
undocumented.” It is said that the raids
have disrupted lives and caused panic
amongst communities. The raids have
also instilled fear and uncertainty in the
immigrant communities.

As Catholics, we are taught to reach
out to the less fortunate, to welcome
strangers and to respect laws. But when
laws are unjust, we must strive to change
them.  The Church has taken a position
on immigration because, besides being an
economic, social and legal issue, it is also
a humanitarian one, and, ultimately has
moral implications. Immigrant families are
divided, migrant workers are exploited and
abused, and human beings die in the
desert. This impacts human dignity and
human life and should be addressed.

Migration is a major theme in the
Gospels. Jesus and the Holy Family were
refugees who fled the terror of Herod
and Jesus, the Son of Man, was an itin-
erant teacher while on Earth.  Jesus also
taught us that “what you do to the least
to my brethren, you do unto me.”

I wish to thank the pastors and the
parish ministers in the San Luis Valley
for their compassionate response to the
affected families of the raids and I ap-
peal that you continue to pray for them.

Arthur N. Tafoya, Diocese of Pueblo


