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Campus ministries pralight candles of healing fdfirginiaTech students
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Minister at Adams State College
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PUEBLO - “When darkness seemg
so powerful that it threatens to ovemhelri’:g/r:sg;eglsg the F
us, as it did on a Monday morning at g . h
college campus WMirginia, we are to light Virdiniaech students g
a candle, the very light of Christ, and lifknee! at memorial
it high so others might see. May God bduring a candlelight
with the community oWirginia Tech as Vigil. Flaio Rrez, the
we light our candles of healing.” father of Danie¢iez
These words were spoken by a pagueva, stands in his hol
tor ata memorial vigil following th&pril  in Lima, &u near pictures
16 shootings afirginiaTech. Hundreds of his son, Daniel, one of
of servicles Wﬁre P}‘eld across éhe natiqfe victims. Catholics pra
as people gathered in prayer during thi§, -
emotional time. So it was on many col &J'ggﬁgﬁgnfnlgehgﬁfs 1
lege and university campuses where tl h X ;
specter of violence hit closest to home >0Uth &ea, in memoof
At the five residential campuses withig € Victims of th&ginia
the Pueblo diocese, it was no different. 1ech massacr&ic
“Our campuses joined in prayerfuBinier a junior atirginia
solidarity with other college communitiesfech, and CisrSmith, a
in hopes of creating Gasl’peace in the sophomore, attend a specig
hearts of young people” sé@disan Searle  Mass at the Newman Cente|
campus minister at/estern Sate College  BlakshurgVa. Matt Adho
_ Being present to snf;derl\lrs dunn%thl hts a candle at thoat F
time was a concern of college staff, i i
well as campus ministers. Those in mi _ﬁ\g/tlgscbollege chapel. Natig
h APy : y CNS/FLC photos|
istry felt inspired to provide spaces o f Eli |
quiet and beauty that would reﬂecthop%ou‘esy of Eli Rubel artee
In collaboration with key campus organiPUango Hetd, Dumgo CO
zations, campus-wide observances were
planned. Special prayers were offered “Talking about how to make the canmames, hanging of peace cranes, and simgticipate by offering a prayer in remem-
at all student Masses. pus better really helped” commenteithg, spirits were lifted on each campus.brance of all young people who have
“It was important to honor those livesASC student Nick McGrath, who felt the One woman, an expectant staff mentragically lost their lives to violence in the
that were lost and to be a sign of God'discussion aided in fostering a spirit dfer, tearfully thanked students for posipast year Efforts such as this help form
love and hope in the world” saitbyce unity. On some campuses, a poignaliie insights they shared. She said shaluable connections that make it easier
Archuletta, who ministers &8SU-Pueblo.  reminder of the reason for gathering wameeded to believe her child would be borto come together in times of need.
During the prayer vigil at the univer-the presence of people fro¥firginia. into a good world. Lingering for a while ~ The commitment to walk with stu-
sity, both President Joseph Garcia angeveral were either alumni dirginia at ASC's Japanese garden, communitgients at key moments of faith has been
Interum Dean of gidentsArrow Tech or had close ties to that universitimember Josephine Gosiak shared, “Ouveaffirmed in the Pueblo Diocese for
Kennedy were present. Kennedy called According toWivina Vigil, campus immediate response is horranger and many years.
the campus a “sacred space,” likeningiinister and instructor &tort Lewis grief. Coming to this was helpfulin mov-  “Our diocese has been very support-
students, faculty and staff to “shepherdsCollege ten such honored guests weneg forward, looking toward prevention.”ive of the campus communities under its
responsible for keeping the campus safpresent at their chapslinterfaith vigil. Recognizing the need for continuedare, helping our students feel the sup-
Likewise, atAdams Sate College All were thankful for a supportive placefforts toward prevention, Catholic Camport and connectedness of our faith com-
safety concerns were addressed withinta come together since they could not Ipeis Ministry continually seeks bridge-munity,” saidJanet Johnsonwho serves
discussion fatitated by Dean of Studentswith family and friends from home. building opportunities. In May the Mesa Sate Collegein Grand Junction.
Ken Marquez and Counseling Director  In various ways, through inspirationaGunnison Ministeriahlliance will observe It was this connectedness that lit the
Gregg Eliott, with President David Svaldireadings, prayers, reading of the victimghe National Day of PrayerSearle will candles that began to heal hearts. >

Solution to campus violence much entivan gun contll, expets say

Clockwise: About 30
attended the service

WASHINGTON (CNS) —The chorus of voices |
calling on Congress and legislatures around the co|
try to bring about better gun control following the cal
pus massacre &tirginiaTech has already begun.
“For too long Congress has stood idle while g
violence continues to take its toll,” said Rep. Carol
McCarthy D-N.Y,, in a statement. “The unfortunat
situation inVirginia could have been avoided if co
gressional leaders stood up to the gun Idbby

But experts on U.S. Catholic campuses say mg
other factors played a role in tigginiaTech tragedy
and the solution to campus violence will involve mug
more than gun control. .

For some people, gun control is a personal cauRmanoke Firearms store
McCarthy who is Catholic, has made it her signatur@vner John Markell wal s
issue since before her election to Congress in 198tside his shop in
Three years before she took office, her husband wWasanog \Va., At 18The
killed and her son wounded by a shotd@ampage on chorus of voices calling |
a suburban Nework commuter train. Congress and legislatur g

Josh Sugarmann, executive director oMt@ence  ground the country to br 14
Policy Center inWashington, said tragedies such ag,qt petter gun control
theApril 16 shootings aVirginia Tech “are the inevi- following the April 16
table result of the easdth which the firepower neces- am usgmassa’(j:ra/' ini
sary to slaughter dozens of innocents can be obtaine hph Iread bag

“We allow virtually anyone the means to turn ajcc @S already begun

|
Gun Laws

Percent of U.S. adults who say
®rearm laws should beVs

kept as
they are
32%
more strict
51%

less strict
14%

roma January 2006 po

most any venue into a battlefield,” he added in a sta| : . >
ment. “In the wake of these shootings, too many rog°0d idle while gun violence esia taxits onus

“given the tools they need to do the job,” including ad-
equate training, decent pay and respect for their pro-
fessionalism, he said. “And they must be armed.”

Many in the academic community might find that
unacceptable, he said. “But | find it a great deal more
unacceptable to have students” killed or wounded by
violent individuals on campus, he added. “And we know
we have violent people on our campuses or with ac-
cess to our campuses.”

The second part of Lindley'solution is for every-
one on campus — and in soclety in general — to “take
more time with people, try to identify when someone is
hurting.”

“How long does it take to give someone a social
stroke?” he asked. “And that might be all that some-
one needs.”

The Rev Bill Stewart, a philosophy professor at
Carlow who is also a Pentecostal minisgays the
solution to campus violence might need to go all the
way back to 360 B.C. and Plasd'The Republic,” in
which the Greek philosopher advised the censorship of
artists and poets who have “a propensity toward im-
ages of vice.”

With the average U.S. child viewing 12,000 to 15,000
murders on television by the time he or she reaches
adolescencéymericans need to rethink what they are
doing to themselves by accepting “a culture awash in

§9r too long Congress A& 2007 cas

tinely search for any reason for the tragedy except fofP Carolyn McQby, D-N.Y a Catholisaid. images of violence,” he said.

the most obvious — the easy access to increasingly” said Kelly who is also an associate professor in “The lager issue is thisAll of us appreciate the

lethal firearms that make mass killings possible.”  Carlow’s School for Social Change. expiration dates on our food cans and we know there
Although manywashington insiders see little chance Kelly said the shootings also might serve to shineae certain things we should not ingest,” Rgewart

that Congress will approve comprehensive gun contfight on the increasing number of college students wigiaid. “Are there certain things that we are ingesting

legislation before the 2008 elections, James Kellymental health issues. He said he has seen a growittg our own souls that we should not?

professor of social work and director of the Grana ~ problem at Carlow and heard from colleagues that the “We all know that a certain diet can contribute to

Geibel Institute for Justice and Social Responsibility saame thing is happening on their campuses. hardening of the arteries,” he added. “But a hardening

Carlow Universitya small Catholic liberal arts school ~ “At least for a period of time some attention will bef the heart can be worse.”

in Pittsburgh, says the tragedy might serve to convingaid,” he said. “But will it be piecemeal@ll any pro- In their 1995 document, “Confronting a Culture of

a wider segment of society that gun control is necessgram be identified (that will make) people feel they'r&/iolence’A Catholic Framework foAction,” the U.S.
“Gun violence in the urban centers of this countctually doing something? | ddiknow.” bishops also said “no one response” can solve the prob-

has been a problem for many years,” Kelly said. “But Don Lindley who teaches psycholagpciology and lems of gun and other violence in our society

for most people it has not risen to the level of socialiminology courses at Jesuit-run Regis University in “We have to address simultaneously declining fam-

problem that requires a universal approach.” Denver was a member of the Denver Police Depariy life and the increasing availability of deadly weap-
Because “any parent can identify with the paremtsent for 33 years. He endorses a two-pronged approagss, the lure of gangs and the slavery of addiction, the

of these (VginiaTech) victims,” now the group with ato the problem of campus violence. absence of real opportunityudget cuts adverselyedt-

stake in the debate over gun control “is in a sense all ofFFirst, those responsible for campus security must ing the poorand the loss of moral values,” they saiét.




