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Bishop Tafoya presents the Lectionary to  Seminarian John Gotz . The
celebration of the Rite of Lector was an opportunity to mark another
portion of the men’s discernment and journey toward ordination.  Gotz
how has an opportunity to serve as an instituted reader in the Church.

HALES CORNER, WI.- On March 7, seven Sa-
cred Heart School of Theology seminarians received
the Ministry of Lector. Most Rev. Arthur N. Tafoya,
DD, bishop of the Diocese of Pueblo, Colorado, con-
ferred the ministry in the seminary’s Sacred Heart
Chapel.

Seminarian John Gotz from the Diocese of Pueblo
celebrated his Rite of Lector.  Bishop Arthur N. Tafoya
traveled to the seminary to preside at the ceremony,
personally presenting the Lectionary to Gotz.

“It was very humbling to kneel before the bishop
— quite a powerful experience. My motto for this jour-
ney has been ‘I’ll go through the door as Jesus opens
the door for me,’ and this is another step in the jour-
ney,” Gotz said.

Deacon Jake Arellano, assistant to the Bishop, ac-
companied Bishop Tafoya on his visit.  Deacon John
Ozella also of the Diocese of Pueblo assisted during
the conferring ceremony.

Sacred Heart School of Theology is a seminary
owned and operated as an apostolate of the U.S. Prov-
ince of the Congregation of the Priests of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, which works with diocesan priests, men
and women religious and laity in the seminary’s mis-
sion.

The Seminary’s primary purpose is the preparation
of men of mature years and experience for Roman
Catholic priesthood, both diocesan and religious.

The Rite of Lector is a formal installation, bringing
with it the graces that are bestowed upon those jour-
neying toward ordination.

“Join me in asking God to walk with these men be-

coming lectors as they continue to discern
their call to the priesthood,” Bishop Tafoya
said.

The celebration of the Rite of Lector
was an opportunity to mark another por-
tion of the men’s discernment and jour-
ney toward ordination.  Gotz how has an
opportunity to serve as an instituted reader
in the Church.

“The next year will be invaluable to
the men in formation, and will provide the
men with many opportunities for them to
grow spiritually, intellectually, in their min-
istry, and as a community of men who can
support one another on this vocational
journey,” said Deacon Jacob Shafer, di-
rector of vocations for the Diocese of
Pueblo.

Witnessing Gotz’s progress toward or-
dination is gratifying, Bishop Tafoya said,
“I’ve watched John grow, and to watch
the graces poured forth upon him at this
first really important rite is very humbling.
I’m really looking forward to what God
has in store for him.”

Commenting on the Rite of Lector,
Gotz said, “It was a great experience. I’m
overjoyed, and I look forward to growing
spiritually as I continue my formation. It
is a long journey, but I am taking it one
step at a time. There is a lot of ground to be traveled
yet, but with patience and with the Lord’s grace, I will

Bishop Tafoya confers Rite of Lector on Seminarian John Gotz
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By Deacon Jacob Shafer, director
Diocesan Office of Vocations
SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE OF CATHOLIC LIFE

CAÑON CITY - Twelve members
of the Class of 2007 have only two
weekend class sessions left before
graduation.  Preparations are already un-
derway for their Ordination on August 3
at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart.

Classes on Pastoral Counseling,
Homiletics, Presider Skills/Knowledge,
and Pastoral Ministries, they are also
learning Diocesan Human Resource
Policies and Business/Financial/Bud-
get Policies remain.

The Senior Class of 2007 is also trans-
ferring class functions and responsibili-
ties to the Class of 2009 who are com-
pleting their second year of formation.

Class members prepare schedules,
plan liturgies and perform the functions
of Lector, cantor, acolyte and Eucharis-
tic Minister at celebrations. Permanent
Deacons were invited and encouraged
to audit classes and assist at the Mass.

The diocese currently considering ap-
plications for the Diaconate Class of 2011
will begin formation in September, 2007.

BDF funds pay for the instructors and
operating expenses while the students pay
for lodging, meals, books and travel.

‘07 Diaconate Class
finishes, ‘11 starts

Deacon candidates for 2009 and their
wives in session for learning about
Pastoral Ministry to the Sick with instructor
Barbara Grear, D. Min., Chaplain from
Penrose-St. Francis Health Services of
Colorado Springs. Photo by
Deacon Lloyd Hawes of Montrose, CO.
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get through. I really look forward to bringing the word
of God to my brothers and sisters in Christ.”


