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Biblical scholars rejectfilmmakers’ claim abouttomb of Jesagchaeologist calls claim
He did gbout Jesus’ tomb ‘nonsense’
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Amos Kloney an Israeli archaeologist who wrotéstitutions like the ROM (Royal Ontario Museum of “The fiimmakers said they had worked on the project
the original excavation report on the site for the pred@ronto) were duped in their hosting such frauduleffih world-renowned scientists, including DNA special-
cessor of the IsraghtiquitiesAuthority, called the claim works,” he said. ) ists, archaeologists and statisticians. They said the
“nonsense.” Father Rosica said: “Why did the so-called archagssuaries were not identified as belonging to Jesus’ fam-

“In their movie they are billing it as ‘never befor@logists of this latest scoop wait 27 years before d_OIZIf\E when they were first discovered because the ar-
reported informationput it is not newl published all anything about the discovery? James Cameron is dkeologists at the time did not have the knowledge
the details in théntiqot journal in 1996, and | didn’ better of making movies about thEtanic rather than and scientific tools that now exist.
say it was the tombf Jesusfamily,” said Klonera pro- dabbling in areas of religious history of which he knows Kloner noted that Jesus’ family was from Galilee
fessor of archaealy at Israet Barllan University ~ nothing.” and had no ties to Jerusalem, casting serious doubt that
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scholarl vork ..based on studiése said. hype and heat and at the risk of being derided by someHe said the tomb belonged to a middle- or upper-

Toronto filmmaker Simcha Jacobovici and Oscan my view we should give the evidence a fair hearinlﬁgjdh?-déISS Jewish family during the first century and
winning Canadian director James Cameron announcedrabor was a consultant to the film, but said he cave was in use for 70-100 years by the family
at a press conference in N&ark City Feb. 26 that by no legal or financial connection to it. __ The documentary film by Jacobovici and Cameron
using new technology and DNA studies they have de-“What has surprised me the past two days is tgfeto be aired on the Discovery Channel MarciA 4.
termined that among the 10 ossuaries — burial boxellingness of many in our fields (archaeologjblical 200K on the topic is written by Jacobovici and Charles
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is to be aired on the Discovery Channel March 4 andhiakers for their press conference as is customary for iquiti i
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Canada March 6 oision TV. A book on the topic, such requests for exhibiting antiquities as long as cg§id two of the ossuaries had been loaned to the film-
written by Jacobovici and Charles Pellegrino and pufin conditions are met. The loan was made in the nafigkers as is customary for such requests for exhibiting
lished by Harper Collins, is to go on sale Feb. 27. of freedom of expression and creativighe said, and antiquities. The loan was made in the name of freedom

Father Murphy-O’Connor said the names found did not mean the authority supported their claims.  of expression and creativjtshe said, and did not mean
the ossuaries “are a combination of very common She said one of the Mary ossuaries has been on glig-authority supported their claims.
names.” ) ) ] play for many years at Jerusalansrael Museum; the  She said one of the Mary ossuaries has been on

“Fifty percent of all Jewish women in the first cerdudah ossuary is on display in Fort Lauderdale, Fldisplay for many years at Jerusalersrael Museum;
tury were called either Mary or Salome. It doesn’t metwo ossuaries are currently with the filmmakers; aide Judah ossuary is on display in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.;
much at all,” he said. “dU can prove anything withthe other six are in the authorigyvarehouse just out-two ossuaries are currently with the filmmakers; and
statistics.” side Jerusalem. > the other six are in the authorgywarehouse. >

The DNA tests could “only prove that they are h

man” but “certainly did not prove” any familial conne: CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE LAWN EVALUATION!

tion, he said.

Father Murphy-O’C d that Kl h

writtg; :l;outu{ﬁe);indingggoéenclgge atlg?)t, an?jnt%rcmg it You Can I‘m a LwnThatlS

was gll out in the public domain nobody had been intgr- G I d G d
ted.

e iccording to press reports, the filmmakers said thpy reerﬁram ar an uarantee

had worked on the project with world-renowned sciep- Only Lawn Doctor has the Turf Tamer to apply the exact measure of
tists, including DNA specialists, archaeologists and stht-

S / : > by granular fertilizer, plus just the weed and insect controls your lawn
isticians. They said the ossuaries were not identifiedas . . -
belonging to Jesus’ family when they were first discop- needs. You get fgll season lawn ca_re de_llve_red by a trained, li-
ered because the archaeologists at the time did not Have censed professional...and your satisfaction is guaranteed. We also
the;no}z\llledge anddsﬂensific toofls thlat nowfexist(.3 | care for trees and shrubs!
ut Kloner noted that Jesus’ family was from Gall-

lee and had no ties to Jerusalem, casting serious dgubt NV I NN RO NN N RN NN SN o
that they would have had a burial cave in Jerusaldm. | LAWN sk DOCTOR@ [ |
He added that the names on the ossuaries were com- [ | " [ |
mon during that time and their discovery in the sarpe
cave is purely coincidental. : Of Pueb IO :

He said the tomb belonged to a middle- or uppgr- M o
middle-class Jewish family during the first century arjd i Sprl ng SpeCIaI i
the cave was in use for 70-100 years by the family 1 1

Other books, films and articles about the tomb, ij- [ | [ |
cluding a full-page feature in LondaniThe Sunday [ | 0 [ |
Times, a British Broadcasting Corp. documentary filin ] 0 ]
and a book called “The Jesus Dynasty” by James|D. ] . . ]
Tabor have been published and produced on the topic i First Lawn Doctor Service* i
in the years since the tonstdiscovery

At the NewYork press conference, Jacobovici sajd ] CALL 543_249 1 ]
he thought the so-called “James oss(iayrported by [ | [ |
its owner Oded Golan, to have belonged to James, the '] *As part of Lawn Doctor's Five Service Program il
brother c.)f Jesus}, was also from the t_omb,_and he cied l Expires May 15, 2007. New customers only. Not valid with any otherlffer.
a forensic technique used to determine this.




